CHRONICLES, ANTIQUARIES AND  VOYAGES

licensed for publication on ist July. It appeared in that year in
two large folio vols., the first of which bears the date 1577.
In this work the history of England is carried up to 15/5. The
first ed. is very rare. A few passages offended the Queen and her
council and were excised. These passages have been inserted in a
copy of the expurgated ed. in the Br. Mus. (G. 6006, 6007) from
a copy of the unexpurgated orig. The Description of England is
by William Harrison. Holinshed himself wrote The Historic of
England, drawing freely on the work of previous chroniclers. The
Description of Scotland is tr. by Harrison from the Latin of Hector
Boece, and Holinshed compiled The Historie of Scotland from Boece
and other Latin writers. The Description of Ireland was by Stany-
hurst, who used Campion's material, and Richard Hooker sup-
plied the Historie of Ireland by translating Giraldus Carnbrensis.
John Hooker ed. a second ed. with many additions, bringing the
history up to 1586. This ed. appeared in January 1586-7. Eliza-
beth's Council took offence at many passages in it, and it was
heavily expurgated, especially in the parts dealing with recent
events. Unexpurgated copies are very rare. In February 1722-3
some London booksellers printed a thin folio containing the expur-
gated portions. This chronicle was the great source for Shakes-
peare's historical plays and for other Elizabethan dramas. It was
rptd. in six vols. in 1807-8. Harrison's Description of England from
the first two vols. was ed. F. S. Furnivall for the New Shakespeare
Society in 1867. In 1896 W. G. Boswell Stone pub. his valuable
ed. of Shakespeare*s Holinshed the Chronicle and the Historical Plays
Compared^ containing an ed. of the parts of Holinshed's Chronicle
used by Shakespeare with notes and parallel passages from the
plays. Since then many other rpts. of extracts ftom Holinshed
have appeared. Holinshed's Chronicle as used in Shakespeare's His-
torical Plays, ed. by Allardyce and Josephine Nicoll in Ev, Lib. is
particularly useful.

JOHN STOW (? 1525-1605)

John Stow, a London tailor, was a member of the Society of
Antiquaries founded by Archbishop Parker, who encouraged his
early work. His ed. of Chaucer appeared in 1561, and in 1565 he
pub. a chronological epitome of English history called A Summary
of English Chronicles. He ed. with Parker's aid a number of medie-
val English chronicles, and in 1580 pub. his own historical work,
The Chronicles of England from Brute . . . unto this present year of
Christ 1580. In 1594 it was rptd. as The Annales of England. . .from
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